




Lobegott Friedrich Konstantin von Tischendorf

(*1815 in Lengenfeld/Vogtland; †1874 in Leipzig) was one the most

significant textual researchers of the 19th century. He endeavored

to develop a Greek New Testament founded on manuscripts that

were more reliable than those on which the “Textus Receptus” was

based. His renown is due above all to the discovery of the Codex

Sinaiticus in St. Catharine's Monastery on the Sinai Peninsula,

where in 1844 he found 129 parchment folios containing the text

of a Greek translation of the Old Testament from the 4th century.

Tischendorf was permitted to take 43 folios with him, while the

remaining 86 remained in the care of the monastery. However, on

a second visit in 1853, nothing further was known of these 86 folios.

Tischendorf returned home disappointed, before undertaking

a third journey in 1859. It was only by chance, on the evening before

his departure, that the Oikonomos of the monastery drew his

attention to a parchment manuscript in his cell. This was the

remainder of the missing Codex. Moreover, not only the missing

86 folios known to Tischendorf now lay before him, but also a large

part of the Old and the complete New Testament along with two

further early Christian manuscripts. He had found the oldest

complete manuscript of the New Testament.
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Further developments up to the present day

13th Edition (1927): The text of the 1st Edition was reprinted several times in subsequent years. Under Erwin Nestle,
a son of Eberhard, this edition was for the first time further developed with the addition of its own apparatus criti-
cus that cited not only other scholarly editions (see above), but also the most important reference manuscripts
(“Manuscript xy reads: ...”). However, Nestle did not consult the manuscripts directly, but continued to compile
his information on their readings from other scholarly editions.

25th Edition (1963): Kurt Aland (co-editor since 1952) was the first to verify the information in the text and criti-
cal apparatus against the originals themselves. Together with his colleagues at the Institute for New Testament
Textual Research (INTF), which he established in 1959, he also extended the apparatus to include readings from many
additional manuscripts. This new approach reached its early culmination in 1963 with the 25th Edition (thereafter
known as “Nestle-Aland”), which has been frequently reprinted.

26th Edition (1979): The great manuscript discoveries of the twentieth century (especially of early papyri) necessi-
tated a fundamental reorientation of the principal text and a rewriting of the apparatus, and these were both in-
troduced in the 26th Edition. Ongoing work on both theNovum Testamentum Graece and the Greek New Testament
(published in 1975: see below) was now being overseen by the same Editorial Committee (formed in 1955), and
the principal text of the former edition was now identical to that of the latter one. The two most widely used scholarly
editions of the Greek New Testament have thus since shared the same biblical text and differ merely in terms of
their apparatuses, introductions, and appendices.

27th Edition (1993): In this revision, the text-critical apparatus in particular was once more extensively modified
with a view to enhanced reliability and reader-friendliness.

The Nestle-AlandNovum Testamentum Graece, from its first edition to the present day, has provided an outstanding
working text suitable for study and research, as well as for church and school use, in a compact, affordable edition.
It puts its readers in a position to make their own judgments in matters of New Testament textual research.
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II. The Greek New Testament
and Its History

The beginnings (from the establishment of the Editorial Committee up to the 1st Edition, 1966)

On the initiative of the American Bible Society (with the participation of the Scottish and Wurttembergian Bible
Societies, and later of the Netherlands and British Bible Societies), a committee of experts was formed in 1955 to
prepare for the publication of a new edition of the Greek New Testament. Its members included Kurt Aland, Matthew
Black, Bruce Metzger, and Allen Wikgren. The new edition was to be specially oriented towards the needs of bibli-
cal translators. Accordingly, the 1st Edition of the Greek New Testament (1966) offered in its apparatus only variant
readings for passages that were particularly uncertain or were highly important for the purposes of translation
and exegesis. The new edition provided translators with a clear and convenient means, using the alphabetical
letters A–D, of grading each variant included in the Greek text as to the editors’ certainty of its authenticity. In ad-
dition to the text-critical apparatus, the editors included a punctuation apparatus that laid out differences in
punctuation relevant to the sense of the text in the various Greek editions and in significant modern translations.
The principal text included a number of deviations from the text provided in the Nestle-Aland up to the 25th Edition.



The beginning of the

1st Epistle to the Corinthians

in the Nestle-Aland Novum

Testamentum Graece (left)

and in the Greek New

Testament (right).

Biblical text (principal text)

Text-critical apparatus

Puntuation apparatus (only

in the Greek New Testament)

Cross-references

While the Greek New Testament

in its apparatus criticus

only refers to three passages

with deviations from the

principal text, the Novum

Testamentum Graece includes

17 passages (although in

much more compact form).
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Further developments up to the present day

3rd Edition (1975): The Committee's intensive work brought about a fundamental overhaul of the Greek New Te-
stament, and its revised principal text also became the basis for the 26th Edition of the Nestle-Aland Novum Te-
stamentum Graece (see above). For this edition the punctuation apparatus and the index of Old Testament allusions
and quotations were also thoroughly reworked by the Translation Department of the American Bible Society.

3rd Corrected Edition (1983):While the principal text subsequently remained largely unchanged and was mo-
dified (along with the punctuation apparatus) only “in matters of punctuation”, the Institute for New Testament
Textual Research (INTF) subjected the apparatus criticus to a thorough revision, based on the work for the 26th
Edition of Nestle-Aland (see above), published in 1979.

4th Edition (1993): In tandem with revisions made to the 27th Edition of the Nestle-Aland, the apparatus criticus
of the Greek New Testament was upgraded once more (while the principal text was retained in unmodified form).
At the same time, the punctuation apparatus was again reworked by an expert from the United Bible Societies (UBS).

The Greek New Testament is not intended as a basis for comprehensive text-critical work, but provides a founda-
tion for translations of the New Testament worldwide. It presents to its users a reliable Greek text, and for selected
passages – wherever significant variants exist in the New Testament manuscripts – elucidates the course of its
development.

III. The Significance of the Two Editions Today

The current editions of the Novum Testamentum Graece and the Greek New Testament offer their readers the dis-
tillation of more than 100 years of research. They are in worldwide use today and are accepted widely through-
out the church as the basis of work on and with the Bible. They provide a foundation for nearly all modern biblical
translations. They serve as the basis of training in New Testament studies for clergy and teachers both at state
universities and at institutes of clerical training. Yet as before, these texts continue to be constantly reviewed and
improved. Revised new editions are currently under preparation, which will incorporate the findings of the latest
textual research.

2 8 New Testament Textua l Research



IV. The Outlook: New Testament
Textual Research Continues

Together with the Greek New Testament, the Novum Testamentum Graece has over the past few decades at-
tained an undisputed leading position among New Testament scholars. The principal text of these editions – ex-
cept for minor details – has remained unmodified for nearly thirty years. However, this does not mean that New
Testament textual research has reached its culimation or that it will at any time in the future. On the contrary, the
INTF, supported by the Union of the German Academies of Sciences and Humanities, is currently working on an
entirely new edition of the Greek New Testament, the Editio Critica Maior, which will document the history of the
Greek text through the first millennium on the basis of Greek manuscripts, ancient translations, and significant
citations of the New Testament in ancient Christian literature. This edition promises to offer insight into several ques-
tions, such as how and why a text changes in the course of history, and how a text came to be received in the
early Christian era. As the original biblical text is being reconstructed with a newly developed method, it has be-
come evident that the existing text requires extensive modification.

The first installment of this edition appeared in 1997. Since then the Catholic Epistles (James, 1, 2 Peter, 1, 2, 3
John and Jude) have been printed. The Acts of the Apostles and, in cooperation with the renowned “International
Greek New Testament Project”, the Gospel of John, are currently under preparation. The entire Editio Critica Maior
is projected for completion by 2030.
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The most important editions 
of the Hebrew Old Testament
Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia (BHS)
Elliger & Rudolph

Paperback
978-1-59856-162-3 • Paperback
Retail Price $37.95

Hardcover
978-1-59856-163-0 • Compact
Retail Price $69.95
978-1-59856-160-9 • Standard
Retail Price $89.95
978-1-59856-199-9 • Wide Margin
Retail Price $69.95

Biblia Hebraica Quinta

Deuteronomy, Vol. 5
McCarthy
Paperback
978-1-59856-198-2
Retail Price $109.95

Twelve Minor Prophets, Vol. 13
Gelston
Paperback
978-1-59856-386-3
Retail Price $109.95

Proverbs, Vol. 17
de Waard
Paperback
978-1-59856-309-2
Retail Price $109.95

General Intro & Megilloth, Vol. 18
Paperback
978-1-59856-182-1
Retail Price $109.95

Ezra & Nehemiah, Vol. 20
Marcus
Paperback
978-1-59856-183-8
Retail Price $109.95

Hebrew & Greek

Biblia Sacra Utriusque Testamenti Editio Hebraica et Graeca (BHS & NA27): 
Hebrew Bible (Old Testament) and Greek New Testament
Hardcover
978-1-59856-179-1
Retail Price $149.95

The most important editions 
of the Greek New Testament
The Greek New Testament (UBS4)
Aland & Aland

11 x 11.5 x 2.75 inch binder
978-1-59856-201-9 • Looseleaf
Retail Price $39.95

Flexible caseside
978-1-59856-171-5 • Standard
Retail Price $44.95
978-1-59856-720-5 • Standard w/Revised Dict.
Retail Price $49.95

Audio Greek New Testament (UBS4)
Schwandt
MP3 on DVD
978-1-59856-632-1
Retail Price $29.95

Concise Greek-English Dictionary of the New Testament, Rev. ed.
Newman
Flexible caseside
978-1-59856-649-9
Retail Price $34.95

Textual Commentary on the Greek New Testament (UBS4), 2nd Rev. ed.
Metzger
Hardcover
978-1-59856-164-7
Retail Price $39.95

Textual Guide to the Greek New Testament
Omanson
Flexible caseside
978-1-59856-202-6
Retail Price $49.95

UBS Greek New Testament 
Reader’s Edition with Textual Notes
Newman & Voss

Hardcover
978-1-59856-633-8
Retail Price $49.95

Flexisoft leather, brown
978-1-59856-634-5
Retail Price $69.95

UBS Greek New Testament. Reader’s Edition without Textual Notes
Newman

Paperback
978-1-59856-357-3
Retail Price $34.95
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Nestle-Aland Novum Testamentum Graece 27 (NA27)
Aland & Aland

Flexible caseside
978-1-59856-173-9 • Large Print
Retail Price $79.95
978-1-59856-172-2 • Standard
Retail Price $39.95
978-1-59856-721-2 • Standard w/Revised Dict.
Retail Price $79.95
978-1-59856-200-2 • Wide Margin
Retail Price $59.95

NA27 with RSV Greek-English New Testament
Flexible caseside
978-1-59856-176-0
Retail Price $59.95

Synopsis of the Four Gospels (Greek and English), 13th ed.
Aland
Hardcover
978-1-59856-177-7
Retail Price $129.95

Synopsis Quattuor Evangeliorum
Hardcover
978-1-59856-014-5
Retail Price $99.95

Novum Testamentum Graecum, Editio Critica Maior IV
The Institute for New Testament Textual Research
Aland, Aland, Mink & Wachtel

Catholic Letters, Installment 1: James
Paperback
978-1-59856-203-3
Retail Price $59.95

Catholic Letters, Installment 2: The Letters of Peter
Paperback
978-1-59856-204-0
Retail Price $59.95

Catholic Letters, Installment 3: The First Letter of John
Paperback
978-1-59856-205-7
Retail Price $59.95

Catholic Letters, Installment 4: The Second and Third Letter of John, 
the Letter of Jude
Paperback
978-1-59856-207-1
Retail Price $59.95

Other Resources

Concordance to the Hebrew Old Testament, 3rd revised ed.
Lisowsky & Rüger

Hardcover
978-1-59856-522-5
Retail Price $139.95






